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MINUTES OF THE GROSSE POINTE CITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 
17145 MAUMEE AVENUE, GROSSE POINTE, MICHIGAN ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2021.   
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Mayor Tomkowiak, Council Members Juip, Parthum, Stempfle, Thomas, Walsh, Williams  
 
In Attendance: City Manager Dame, Attorney Kennedy, City Clerk Arthurs, Finance Director Kleinow, Public
  Safety Director Alcorn, Public Service Director Randazzo, Assistant to the City Manager 
  Hardenbrook, Parks and Recreation Coordinator Jenzen and Main Street Director Willcock 
 
The Mayor then led the Council in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Motion by Council Member Juip, second by Council Member Williams, to approve the Consent Agenda consisting 
of the following: 
 

1. Minutes from the regular Council Meeting held on August 16, 2021. 
 

 2. Invoices 
  a) Grosse Pointes Clinton Refuse Disposal - Refuse Disposal, August 2021, $7,418.63 
           b) Art Tucker - Sewer Main Repair, August 2021, $9,535 
           c) GFL - Recycling, September 2021, $9,875 
           d) Great Lakes Water Authority - Sewage, August 2021, $74,100 
           e) Anderson, Eckstein, & Westrick, Inc.  
              - Loraine Sewer & Paving, 8/2/21 – 8/29/21, $30,679.99 
              - 6/26/21 Basement Flooding, 8/2/21 – 8/29/21, $15,521.64 
           f) State of Michigan - Fisher Streetscape, July 2021, $9,639.80 
           g) Pro-Line Asphalt Paving Corporation 
              - 2021 Street and Sewer Repair Program, Pay Estimate #2, $668,516.62 
           h) Doetsch - Storm & Sanitary Inspection, July 2021, $24,925 
           i)  BruceDiver - Sewer Main Repair, September 2021, $5,600 
          j)  Ferguson Waterworks - Water Meters, August 2021, $5,482.54 
           k) G2 Consulting - Loraine Sewer & Paving, July 2021, $6,425 
 

3. Approval of 2022 allocation of $14,239 in Municipal and Community Credit funds to Pointe 
Area Assisted Transportation System (PAATS) and authorize the Assistant City 
Manager/Clerk to execute the agreement. 

4. Authorize the purchase of rock salt in the amount of $43.58 per ton through Mi-Deal 
Purchasing Program, for 2021-22 season. 

5. Authorize the purchase of a 2021 Dodge Durango from Galeana’s Van Dyke Dodge through 
the Mi-Deal Purchasing Program in the amount of $31,933. 

6. Approval of contract with Finazzo Painting in the amount of $12,500 for the exterior painting of 
the Council/Court Chambers. 

7. Approval of the new service agreement from Traffic and Safety Control System Inc. for a   
one-time annual fee of $13,286.70.  

8. Approve the Special Event Application for the rescheduled Grosse Pointe Pride March on 
September 26, 2021. 

9. Approve the Special Event Application for the Grosse Pointe South Homecoming Parade on 
Friday, October 8, 2021 at 6:00 pm. 
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10. Authorize the purchase of a Chevrolet Tahoe from Berger Chevrolet in the amount of $42,392 

through the State of Michigan bid pricing contract.  
11. Authorize the purchase of a Dodge Durango to serve as a Public Safety administrative vehicle 

from Galeana’s Van Dyke Dodge in the amount of $31,933 through the State of Michigan bid 
pricing contract. 

 
Council Member Thomas abstained from the vote on Item 3 on the consent agenda. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 
 
The City Council convened as the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS – 748 LAKELAND 
 
Mayor Tomkowiak indicated that this was the time set for a public hearing by the Zoning Board of Appeals to 
consider the variance request of Christopher & Audra Herman, 748 Lakeland, for a variance from Section 90-
25(2), attached accessory building – side yard setback. 
 
City Clerk Arthurs informed the Board that notice of public hearing had been given as required by PA 110 of the 
State of Michigan and Grosse Pointe City Ordinance, proof of which is on file in the official records of the City of 
Grosse Pointe. 
 
City Planner Jackson made the following report: 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Herman have applied for a variance to allow them to build a two-car garage in the same location 
as their existing garage. The existing garage is detached which requires a side yard setback of three feet. The 
plan also includes the construction of an enclosed breezeway that will connect the new garage to the existing 
house. Because the new garage will be attached to the house by the enclosed breezeway, it is subject to the 
same side yard setback as the house, or 11 feet. The garage will be setback five feet from the side property line 
which is a variance request of 6 feet.  The fact that the proposed breezeway will be setback 25 feet from the side 
yard will maintain the character of a detached garage. Because the garage is located so close to the rear of the 
house, increasing the side yard setback would make accessing the garage nearly impossible. This property is 
unique in that the existing detached garage is located close to the rear of the house. It meets the required rear 
yard setback for a principal structure. This creates the practical difficulty of accessing the garage without relief 
from the side yard setback requirement.  The fact that the proposed attached garage will be in generally the 
same location as the existing detached garage with a generous side-yard setback for the proposed breezeway 
will eliminate any potential impacts on the neighbor and maintain the character of the area. 
 
Christopher Herman, applicant, reviewed his proposal and thanked the Board for their consideration of his 
request. 
 
Mayor Tomkowiak opened public comment.  Hearing no comments, Mayor Tomkowiak closed public comment. 
Four letters supporting the proposed variance were submitted for the record. 
 
Motion by Council Member Williams, second by Council Member Walsh, that the Zoning Board of Appeals finds 
that a demonstrated practical difficulty exists in providing the required 11 feet side yard setback, and to grant the 
variance at 748 Lakeland, in an R-1B Single Family Residential District. 
 
UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals reconvened as the City Council. 
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ORIENTATION – MASTER PLAN UPDATE 
 
City Planner Jackson presented a PowerPoint presentation regarding the process to update the City’s Master 
Plan.  Mr. Jackson stated the goal of the orientation was to capture the Council’s priorities and direction moving 
forward.  An overview of the process, including identifying and analyzing relevant data and existing conditions, 
planning imperatives and the project schedule were reviewed and discussed. The Complete Streets Policy was 
described along with the need for a Strategic Action Plan based on community goals. It was noted that Main 
Street Grosse Pointe will be integral in the update process.  Community outreach, including various participation 
options for public input, were suggested and discussed.  Mr. Jackson answered various Council questions 
regarding the Master Plan update and the next steps. 
 
PRESENTATION BY CITY ENGINEER – SEWER UPGRADE OPTIONS 
 
City Engineer Pangori presented a PowerPoint presentation regarding an overview of the City’s sewer system 
discussion describing how the sewer system works, how it relates to the regional system and what can be done 
to improve the system. Mr. Pangori discussed plumbing and sewer connections of a typical single-family 
residence.  He further described and discussed how the sanitary sewer system works and flows.  The Neff Road 
Pump Station and how flows enter and exit the Neff Road pump station were explained.  Maps and diagrams 
showing the regional system, including Fox Creek Enclosure, Conner Creek and Freud Pumping Stations which 
are part of the Conner Creek Combined Sewer Overflow Facility owned by the Great Lakes Water Authority were 
displayed.  Maps plotting the claims received for the June 26, 2021 rain event were reviewed.  Ways to ensure 
the existing system is working properly were discussed.  Redirecting storm sewer flows and underground 
detention systems were reviewed.  It was noted that a regional collaboration is essential to improve operations 
overall. Potential improvements that individual homeowners can do and options to improve the sewer system in 
The Village were reviewed and discussed.  
 
Council discussion took place regarding disconnection of downspouts, installation of grease traps in food 
establishments, installation of sump pumps and backflow preventers and expanding the existing storm sewer in 
The Village. Mr. Pangori answered various Council questions regarding the topics and priorities that were noted.  
Potential upgrades to the sewer system will be evaluated and developed and brought to City Council for 
consideration. 
 
RECEIVE AND FILE. 
 
REPLACEMENT OF CITY HALL AIR HANDLER AND CONDENSER 
 
Public Service Director Randazzo made the following report: 
 
City Hall moved to its current location in 1995 and in 2013, the original boiler system malfunctioned and needed 
replacement.  During that time, the original air handling units and air conditioning condensers were evaluated 
and it was noted they would need to be replaced in the near future.  The condenser and AHU serving the south 
side of the building has failed and the condenser and AHU for the north side of the building requires extensive 
repairs.  Offices on the south side of the building have had only partial cooling throughout August.  Obtaining 
quotes for this project has been difficult but staff did however have two companies evaluate the current City Hall 
system and submit proposals.  Ainsworth, formerly MDI, installed the boiler in 2013 and currently services the 
HVAC system.  Systemp Corporation installed and services the HVAC systems at other new and renovated City 
facility buildings.  The proposals submitted are as follows: 
 
 Systemp Corporation   $  79,425 
 Ainsworth Inc.    $112,000 
 
It was noted that both proposals include replacing with the same size and type units for AHU’s and condensers, 
and include removal of the existing units and all labor and materials. 
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Motion by Council Member Thomas, second by Council Member Walsh, to award a contract for the replacement 
of the two air handlers and two condensers at City Hall to Systemp Corporation in the amount of $79,425.  
 
UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
David Fries, 453 Rivard, stated the residents should be encouraged to disconnect downspouts from the sewer 
system and asked that a schedule be established to vacuum and clean catch basins in the City. 
 
Matt Hindelang, 900 Lincoln, stated that the City Engineer provided a great presentation but asked for an 
analysis of what happened to the City system in June and will residents be able to interact with the City 
Engineer to ask questions.  He also stated that meetings should be streamed or recorded, and posted to allow 
residents who can not attend to stay informed. 
 
Chris Boettcher, 537 Rivard, reported that the City of Grosse Pointe Foundation will be replacing the lights and 
tree ornaments for The Village Christmas tree.  The tree lighting ceremony is planned for the Friday prior to 
Thanksgiving. 
 
STAFF REPORTS 
 
Parks and Recreation Coordinator Jenzen provided an end of the season update on the pool and park functions.  
She reported on staff efforts in a fundraising campaign and invited everyone to attend the annual Fall Harvest 
on Saturday, September 25, beginning at 3:00 pm.   
 
City Manager Dame noted that catch basins are cleaned on a regular schedule throughout the year as required 
by the CSO agreement. 
 
COUNCIL COMMENT 
 
The City Council commented on the following topics: 
 

• Thank you to the residents for their patience during the time it took to gather information and 
options relating to upgrades to the sewer system. The presentation assists in and provides a 
tool for developing a foundation to build solutions for the system. 

• The Council is looking forward to starting the Master Plan update process. 
• Promote resident engagement by providing an option to watch council meetings. 
• Appreciation was expressed to the City Planner and City Engineer for their comprehensive 

work developing strategies and options for many projects in the City. 
 
 
On Motion, the meeting was adjourned at 9:18 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
 Julie E. Arthurs, City Clerk 
 City of Grosse Pointe 


